Killing of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie
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Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his wife Sophie are shot to death by a Bosnian Serb
nationalist during an official visit to the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo on June 28, 1914. The killings
sparked a chain of events that led to the outbreak of World War | by early August.

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his wife Sophie are shot to death by a Bosnian Serb nationalist during an
official visit to the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo on June 28, 1914. The killings sparked a chain of events that led to the
outbreak of World War | by early August. On June 28, 1919, five years to the day after Franz Ferdinand’s death,
Germany and the Allied Powers signed the Treaty of Versailles, officially marking the end of World War I.

READ MORE: Did Franz Ferdinand’s Assassination Cause World War 1?

The archduke traveled to Sarajevo in June 1914 to inspect the imperial armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
annexed by Austria-Hungary in 1908. The annexation had angered Serbian nationalists, who believed the territories
should be part of Serbia. A group of young nationalists hatched a plot to kill the archduke during his visit to Sarajevo,
and after some missteps, 19-year-old Gavrilo Princip was able to shoot the royal couple at point-blank range, while they
traveled in their official procession, killing both almost instantly.

The assassination set off a rapid chain of events, as Austria-Hungary immediately blamed the Serbian government for
the attack. As large and powerful Russia supported Serbia, Austria asked for assurances that Germany would step in on
its side against Russia and its allies, including France and possibly Great Britain. On July 28, Austria-Hungary declared
war on Serbia, and the fragile peace between Europe’s great powers collapsed, beginning the devastating conflict now
known as the First World War.

READ MORE: US Entry into World War |

After more than four years of bloodshed, the Great War ended on November 11, 1918, after Germany, the last of the
Central Powers, surrendered to the Allies. At the peace conference in Paris in 1919, Allied leaders would state their
desire to build a post-war world that was safe from future wars of such enormous scale. The Versailles Treaty, signed on
June 28, 1919, tragically failed to achieve this objective. U.S. President Woodrow Wilson’s grand dreams of an
international peace-keeping organization faltered when put into practice as the League of Nations. Even worse, the
harsh terms imposed on Germany, the war’s biggest loser, led to widespread resentment of the treaty and its authors in
that country—a resentment that would culminate in the outbreak of the Second World War two decades later.

READ MORE: History Faceoff: Should

Assassination Cause World War 1?
The causes of World War | have been debated since it ended. Officially, Germany shouldered much of the blame for the
conflict, but a series of factors were involved, including the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.
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The causes of World War I, also known as the Great War, have been debated since it ended. Officially, Germany
shouldered much of the blame for the conflict, which caused four years of unprecedented slaughter. But a series of
complicated factors caused the war, including a brutal assassination that propelled Europe into the greatest conflict the
continent had ever known.

The murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand outraged Austria-Hungary.
In June 1914, Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie traveled to Bosnia—which had been annexed by
Austria-Hungary—for a state visit.

On June 28, the couple went to the capital city of Sarajevo to inspect imperial troops stationed there. As they headed
toward their destination, they narrowly escaped death when Serbian terrorists threw a bomb at their open-topped car.

Franz Ferdinand, archduke of Austria, and his wife Sophie riding in an open carriage at Sarajevo shortly before their
assassination. (Credit: Henry Guttmann/Getty Images)

Their luck ran out later that day, however, when their driver inadvertently drove them past 19-year-old Serbian
nationalist Gavrilo Princip who shot and killed Franz Ferdinand and his wife at point-blank range. Austria-Hungary was
furious and, with Germany'’s support, declared war on Serbia on July 28.

Within days, Germany declared war on Russia—Serbia’s ally—and invaded France via Belgium, which then caused
Britain to declare war on Germany.

Limited industrial resources fueled imperialist expansion.
A state’s desire to expand its empire was nothing new in European history, but by the early 20th century the Industrial
Revolution was in full force.

New industrial and manufacturing technologies created the need to dominate new territories and their natural resources,
including oil, rubber, coal, iron and other raw materials.

With the British Empire extending to five continents and France controlling many the African colonies, Germany wanted
a larger slice of the territorial pie. As countries vied for position, tensions rose, and they formed alliances to position
themselves for European dominance.

The rise of nationalism undermined diplomacy.

During the 19th century, rising nationalism swept through Europe. As people took more pride in country and culture,
their desire to rid themselves of imperial rule increased. In some cases, however, imperialism fed nationalism as some
groups claimed superiority over others.

This widespread nationalism is thought to be a general cause of World War |. For instance, after Germany dominated
France in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, France lost money and land to Germany, which then fueled French
nationalism and a desire for revenge.

Nationalism played a specific role in World War | when Archduke Ferdinand and his wife were assassinated by Princip,
a member of a Serbian nationalist terrorist group fighting against Austria-Hungary’s rule over Bosnia.
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Kings William I, Franz Josef and Umberto I, on the occasion of the signing of the Triple Alliance, Treaty between the
German Empire, Austria-Hungary and the Kingdom of Italy, 1882. (Credit: DeAgostini/Getty Images)

Entangled alliances created two competing groups.
In 1879, Germany and Austria-Hungary allied against Russia. In 1882, Italy joined their alliance (The Triple Alliance) and
Russia responded in 1894 by allying with France.

In 1907, Great Britain, Russia and France formed the Triple Entente to protect themselves against Germany’s growing
threat. Soon, Europe was divided into two groups: The Central Powers of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy; and the
Allies, which included Russia, France and Britain.

As war was declared, the allied countries emboldened each other to enter the fray and defend their treaties, although
not every coalition was set in stone—ltaly later changed sides. By the end of August 1914, the so-called “entangled
alliances” had caused what should have been a regional conflict to expand to all of Europe’s powerful states.

Militarism sparked an arms race.

In the early 1900s, many European countries increased their military might and were ready and willing put it to use. Most
of the European powers had a military draft system and were in an arms race, methodically increasing their war chests
and fine-tuning their defense strategies.

Between 1910 and 1914, France, Russia, Britain and Germany significantly increased their defense budgets. But
Germany was by far the most militaristic country in Europe at the time. By July 1914, it had increased its military budget
by a massive 79 percent.

Germany was also in an unofficial war with Britain for naval superiority. They doubled their naval battle fleet as Britain's
Royal Navy produced the first Dreadnought battleship which could outgun and outrun any other battleship in existence.
Not to be outdone, Germany built its own fleet of Dreadnoughts.

By the start of World War |, the European powers were not just prepared for war, they expected it and some even
counted on it to increase their world standing.

Although the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand was the spark that caused Austria-Hungary to strike the first blow, all

the European powers quickly fell in line to defend their alliances, preserve or expand their empires and display their
military might and patriotism.
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