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Vesconte Maggiolo worldchart

The Vesconte Maggiolo worldchart is a portolan chart created in 1516 in Naples by the cartographer Vesconte Maggiolo.
This map is notable for its detailed depiction of the coasts of Eastern America including what was named India, known
today as the "West Indies" in the Anglo-Saxon world.[1]
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Description

Maggiolo's map, is a portolan chart, with numerous windrose lines, that shows a wide geographical extent that includes
the eastern coasts of America, Europe, Africa and Asia. These types of maps were essential to navigation during the
Renaissance, providing crucial information about sea routes and ports.[2]

History

Vesconte Maggiolo (1478 — after 1549) was an outstanding Italian cartographer, born in Genoa. In 1511, he moved to
Naples, where he produced several nautical atlases. His work is known for precision and detail, characteristics that are
reflected in his 1516 map. In 1527 he left a map describing Verrazzano 's travels. This map had a major error (supposed
"Mar Verrazzano" with its "Isthmus Verrazzano", as Giovanni incorrectly described the North American continent). This
error continued to appear on maps for more than a century. A copy of this map from 1527 was destroyed during World
War Il. [3] [4]

Characteristics

Date of creation : 1516

Material : Parchment

Dimensions : Approximately 100 x 60 cm

Contents : Depicts the coasts from East America to India, including details of islands, ports and sea routes.
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Importance

Maggiolo's map is a significant example of Renaissance cartography. Its accuracy and detail helped navigators of the
time explore and trade more effectively. In addition, this map is a valuable historical source that provides insight into how
the world was understood in the 16th century.

Conservation

The original map is preserved in the Biblioteca Ambrosiana in Milan, Italy. Despite the damage suffered during the
Second World War, reproductions have been made that allow their study and appreciation.
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External links

Wikimedia Commons has media related to Vesconte Maggiolo.

Compass Rose by Pedro Reinel, Marinha Museum, Lisbon
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